SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Sandy Town Council


Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Planning, Parks and Open
Spaces Committee


All Members of Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee

There will be a Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee to be held on Monday 11th February 2008 in the Council Chamber at 
10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

6th February 2008







       S Foster










           Town Clerk

AGENDA

1.  
Apologies
2.  
To Receive Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members 

(a)  Prejudicial interests.

(b)  Personal interests.
3.  
Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council











(Any plans received for comment by Sandy Town Council will be on display in the Committee Room from 7.15 p.m. onwards and Members are requested to view these prior to this item).
(See List Attached)
4.  
To approve the Minutes of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee Meeting held on Monday 7th January 2008.
To sign the Minutes of the Meeting of the Monday 7th January and as approved/amended and adopted by Full Council Meeting held on Monday 
14th January 2008.  (Previously circulated)
5.  
Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Notifications from Mid Bedfordshire District Council







There are none.

6. Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Decisions
07/01855/Full – Land at rear of 35 St Neots Road, Sandy – Approved.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
7.  
Verbal report from any local member who attended Development Control Committee on any matters affecting Sandy


8. New Cemetery Policy and Regulations


To receive and consider Deputy Clerk’s report.  (COPY ATTACHED)

9. Sandy Town Football Club


To receive and consider representatives report.  (COPY ATTACHED)

10. Health & Safety Requirements on Play Areas


To receive and consider Deputy Clerk’s report.  (COPY ATTACHED)
11. Sandy Bowls Club Lease.


To receive and consider Clerk’s report.  (COPY ATTACHED)

12. Press Release
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	28.1.08

14/08


	08/00116/FULL

Ladbrokes Betting & Gaming

225-227 High Street

Erdington

Birmingham

B23 6SS
	Full application for the erection of a single storey extension to rear, external alterations and installation of a satellite dish at 1 High Street, Sandy, Beds.
Near neighbours The Lord Roberts, Market Square and 3 High Street, Sandy notified
	
	PP & O S

11.2.08
	

	28.1.08

15/08


	07/02085/FULL

Mr N Clayton

31 High Street

Roxton

MK44 3EA
	Full application for change of use from B1 (Business) to B2 (General Industrial) use at 8 to 9 Venture Court, Sandy, Beds

Near neighbours 7 and 10 Venture Court, Gosforth Close, Sandy notified
	
	PP & O S

11.2.08
	

	30.1.08

16/08


	08/00078/FULL

Mr R Bloss

4 Rivermead Gardens

Sandy

SG19 1NJ
	Full application for the erection of a first floor front extension over existing lobby at 4 Rivermead Gardens, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 3, 5, 8, 9,10 Rivermead Gardens, Sandy notified
	
	PP & O S

11.2.08
	

	31.1.08

17/08


	08/00106/FULL

Mr & Mrs M Peachey

27 Potton Road

Everton

SG19 2LE
	Full application for the erection of 4 no 1 bed flats with car parking on land to the rear of 114-120 St Neots Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 2, 3, 4 East Road,  114-124 & St Neots Road, Sandy notified
	
	PP & O S

11.2.08
	

	31.1.08

18/08
	07/02146/ADV

Woodfines

c/o D H Barford & Co

Howard House

17 Church Street

St Neots

PE19 2BU


	Advertisement Consent application for a replacement fascia signage o front and side elevations and internally illuminated fascia sign to front elevation at 6 Bedford Road, Sandy, Beds.


	
	PP & O S

11.2.08
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	1.2.08

19/08


	07/02150/FULL

Aldwyck Housing Association

6 Houghton Hall Bus Park

Porz Avenue

Houghton Regis

LU5 5UZ


	Amendment to description being residential development of 18 flats and 5 houses and all ancillary works including parking and access at 4-6 London Road, Sandy, Beds..

Near neighbours 104, 106 Bedford Road, 8, 10 London Road notified


	
	PP & O S

11.2.08
	

	1.2.08

20/08


	08/00093/FULL

Mr G Glen

15 The Harriers

Sandy

SG19 2TF
	Full application for the erection of a conversion of garage loft to form bedroom with front dormer window at 15 The Harriers, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 11, 17 The Harriers, Sandy notified

	
	PP & O S

11.2.08
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING PARKS AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE – 11.2.08

8.  New Cemetery Policy and Regulations

Cemetery
The Council owns a cemetery in situated at Potton Road, Sandy, and is maintained by the Council’s grounds contractor who also manages the closed churchyard at St Swithuns Church.

Exclusive Rights of Burial
   
The ownership of a grant of Exclusive Rights of burial within a grave plot not only conveys certain rights upon the owner, but also imposes a number of responsibilities.
These notes briefly describe the ownership rights and responsibilities for your information. Should you require further clarification of the points raised or any additional information about cemetery matters, please contact the Council Office.

Burial Rights
Ownership of Exclusive Rights does not imply ownership of the land itself or the right to carry out any particular activity on the grave plot. The ownership of the cemetery land including the grave surface remains with Sandy Town Council.

The person registered with the Council as the owner of the Exclusive Rights of Burial during the period they have been granted, 10 years (renewable), will have the sole right to decide who may be interred within the grave. The Exclusive Right of Burial also includes the right to have a memorial, of a design and method of construction approved by the Council, installed on the grave plot.
It is important to retain the Deed in a secure place, as it is the only legal document held by the owner confirming their entitlement to the burial and memorial rights. It is also important to notify us of any change of address.

Exclusive Rights of Burial may be purchased for interments within the grave plot however, even when the grave plot is full with respect to normal burials, it may still be utilised for the interment of cremated remains thereafter.

Grave Maintenance 
The majority of the burial areas within the cemetery have been laid out in what is known as the ‘Lawn’ system. Using this system the Council is able to gain easy access to all graves within the burial section, thus allowing more effective maintenance of grave surfaces at lower cost, and also simplifying the excavation of graves.

8.  New Cemetery Policy and Regulations (Contd)
In the period following a burial the grave surface will be subject to sinkage due to soil settlement. After the initial settlement generally 6 months the grave mound will be removed and turfed by the cemetery contractor as required.

Memorials 
Grant owners are entitled to apply for permission to have one permanent memorial erected upon a grave plot, which must meet with the Council’s approval. Normally, the application will be completed and submitted, on behalf of the Grant owner, by the memorial mason or stone craftsman contracted by the owner to carry out the work.  

The most popular form of memorial is a ‘headstone’ i.e. an upright memorial stone placed at the head of the grave. Other forms, such as a ‘book’, stone plaque, or masonry vase, are also popular. All memorials must conform to the Council's regulations as to size, design and material construction and must be erected and located as directed by the Town Clerk. Raised grave surrounds are not permitted, although flat stones and cremation tablets may be raised.

Memorial Maintenance 
The Council is responsible for the safety of all persons visiting Sandy Cemetery. Under strict new guidance from the Health & Safety Executive memorial stones must be maintained in a safe condition.  As part of the Council's safety procedures all memorial stones will be tested for stability on a regular basis by qualified inspectors. The Grantee and/or Next of kin will be notified of any repairs necessary and where these are not carried out the Council reserves the right to undertake the work or lay the memorial stone flat to the ground.

General 
Trinkets, toys, ornaments and lighting are not permitted. Please dispose of all your litter and dead flowers in the bins provided.

Car Parking 
There is a small area outside the cemetery for the parking of vehicles.

Visitors to the cemetery must ensure that their cars are not blocking the entrance to the cemetery or causing a nuisance when a funeral cortege is arriving.

Decorations 
Wreaths placed at Christmas will be removed by the Council’s contractor at the end of February. Other wreaths placed i.e. for Fathers Day, Mothers Day or other anniversaries will be removed when they become unsightly.

8.  New Cemetery Policy and Regulations (Contd)

Keep in Touch
Please note that if you wish your responsibility for a grave recorded at our Office you need to let us know any change of contact details.

8.  New Cemetery Policy and Regulations (Contd)
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
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SANDY CEMETERY

BURIAL REGULATIONS

2008

The following regulations apply to the current cemetery which has its main entrance off 
Potton Road, Sandy.

This cemetery is laid to lawn, and the aim of these regulations is to maintain the long term maintenance of the Cemetery for the parishioners of Sandy and the remaining friends and relatives of those buried in the graves.

The Cemetery will be open to the public on;

Weekdays from 7.30am – 8.00pm (April to September)

Weekends from 9.00am – 8.00pm (April to September)

Weekdays from 7.30am – 5.00pm (October to March)

Weekends from 9.00am – 5.00pm (October to March)

A map of the Cemetery is available to view at the Councils offices. Certain sections are designated for childrens’ graves and cremated remains, the remaining areas are for normal internments. 

Please note the following;

Any reference to ‘Council’ means Sandy Town Council.

Internments

1. Notice of internment is to be given to the office between the hours of 9.30am and 4pm, Mondays to Fridays (excluding Bank Holidays), giving at least two clear working days notice. If any internment is to take place in a vault or bricked grave then this will be increased to three days.

2. Notice is to be given on the Form of Application provided by the Council.

3. Internments will be between the following hours; 

a) 10.00am to  2.45pm, Monday to Thursday, 

b) 10.00am to  2.30pm  Fridays, 

Internments required outside these hours will need to be agreed by the Council with additional fees paid by the undertaker.

4. Before a burial can take place the applicant shall give written notice to the Registrar accompanied by the certificate for disposal issued by A Registrar of Births & Deaths or an order for burial issued by a Coroner, and where applicable the grant of exclusive right of burial or satisfactory evidence thereof in respect of a burial in a purchased grave and any other document which may in special circumstances by required by the Council.

5. Unless agreed in writing by Council all graves will be excavated and opened by the Councils employees or sub-contractor. All graves will be dug nominally eight feet deep.

6. `If more than one body is interred in any grave, whether purchased or not, must have the following levels of earth between each coffin, 

a) Where bricked graves or vaults are not present -- Six inches of soil must be present between each coffin, and four feet of earth between the top of the upper coffin and the ordinary level of the ground.

b) In bricked graves six inches of soil must be present between each coffin, and twelve inches of soil must be left between the top of any vault and the ordinary level of the ground.

7. The internment of cremated remains will be permitted in any grave (purchased or not) where the grave has already been used for two normal internments (or one if the plot has only been prepared for a single grave depth). This is subject to a maximum of four internments of cremated remains in the grave space, and payment of the relevant fee.

8. All coffins of wood or approved material may be placed in earthen graves.

9. The bricking of graves is only allowed in existing bricked graves. Re-opening and closing of these bricked graves is carried out at the expense of the person responsible for the internment.

Exclusive Rights of Burial

10. Any persons wishing to purchase Exclusive Rights of Burial in a particular grave space, must make an application to the Council, and pay the appropriate fee. The Council will confirm purchase by the issue of a certificate, entitling the purchaser to the plot for a period of 10 years, renewable at no extra fee up to 50 years. This is to ensure that the records are correct and that the gravespace is still required by the purchaser. Purchases can only be made in the names of individuals.

11. Purchasers must obtain the permission of the Council if they wish to bury a non-parishioner in a purchased plot, except where such non-parishioner is a son or daughter of the said purchaser. In all circumstances this internment must be accompanied by the Form of Application.

12. Purchasers of owners of Exclusive Rights of Burial cannot transfer ownership of these rights to any other persons without the written permission of the Council. 

13. It is the owner’s responsibility to keep the Council informed of any change of address. If after purchase of Exclusive Rights of Burial, the purchaser moves out of the parish, this will not affect these rights.

14. The Council reserves the right to allocate graves for purchase as it sees fit, although applicant’s preferences will be met where possible.

15. No persons will be able to hold Exclusive Rights of Burial on more than two graves at any one time.

16. Sufficient evidence of the right to inter in a grave must be produced at the office of the Clerk to the Council at the time of application for the internment.

Memorials

17. Memorials are permitted in sections B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, J, and L.

      A memorial which may be either;

a) A headstone (without kerbs) not exceeding 900mm in height. 650mm in width and 100mm thickness; or

b) A flower vase not exceeding 150mm in height

Shall be of any approved material, and erected upon plinths (of suitable material) which shall not exceed 900mm in length, 300mm in width and 150mm in thickness. No other type of memorial will be permitted.

Headstones must be erected using an approved, recognised system of fixing, i.e.: National Association of Monumental Masons ground fixing system, traditional shoe foundation or the burial of 1/3rd of the memorial into the earth. This regulation also applies to memorials removed from the cemetery for additional lettering.

18. Before any headstone or vase is placed in the cemetery, a drawing thereof  showing the dimensions, type of stone and finish, system of fixing and the inscription must be sent to and approved by the Council. 

19. All headstones or vases to be placed at the head of the grave only. 

20. The Council will provide at its own expense a temporary marker in the form of a wooden cross or single wooden post at the head of the grave as soon as is practicable after the internment.

21. The temporary marker will be retained on the grave for a maximum of two years after the internment (or until the headstone or vase has been placed), after which it will be removed. 

22. The temporary marker will remain the property of the Council.

23. Nothing other than the temporary marker, headstone or vase can be placed in the Cemetery. Trinkets, toys ornaments and lighting are not permitted. These items, as well as dead flowers will be removed by the Council. 

24. All monuments, gravestones or other structures and places of burial must be kept in repair by the owner.

25. The Council will carry out regular checks of monuments, headstones and any other structures ensuring that they are safe. If, in the Councils opinion, a structure has become unsafe, it will give the owner 14 days notice to remove the said structure. If the owner fails to carry out this requirement the Council will carry out the removal itself. Any costs involved shall be recoverable from the owner as a simple contract debt in any court of competent jurisdiction.

26. Any employee of the Council is not permitted to carry out private work in the cemetery or take any gratuity.

27. In Sections G & H (which were children’s graves and are now used for cremated remains) the following are permitted;

a) Cremation tablets flush to the ground, not exceeding 610mm x 610mm.

b) Memorials as noted in regulation 17.

28. Section K is reserved for cremated remains only. The following are permitted;

a) Cremation tablets not exceeding 610mm x 610mm.

b) A sloping or shaped tablet will be permitted, subject to a maximum height restriction of 205mm.

c) All designs must be approved as stated in regulation 17.

29. No fee will be charged for the erection of the memorials, or inscriptions on memorials provided by the Imperial War Graves Commission, or for private memorials erected by relatives of personnel serving in H.M.Forces at the time of death.

General

30. A Register of the Burials will be kept at the Office of the Clerk to the Council, where, during office hours, searches may be made, and certified extracts may be made.

31. No trees or shrubs are to be planted in the Cemetery except by the Council.

32. All materials, gravestones or monuments must be transported into the Cemetery by hand, or in an approved vehicle with rubber tyres. Any damage in the cemetery, to graves or memorials caused during this visit will be the responsibility of the delivery agent to repair to the satisfaction of the Council.

33. The Council will not be responsible for any damage caused to monuments, gravestones and other structures other than damage caused by its own employees. 

34. The Council will regularly inspect the appearance of in the Cemetery. Where, in the opinion of the Council a grave is neglected to such a point as to affect adjoining graves or the aesthetics of the cemetery. The owner, (if known) will be given 28 days notice to bring the grave up to standard. If no action is carried out before the period lapses, then the Council will remove all reference to the grave, level it off and re-turf the area.

35. Any persons found to be damaging any items within the cemetery, such as walls, footpaths, trees/shrubs, or gravestones will be liable to prosecution. This also applies to any persons found wilfully disturbing a funeral.

36. Dogs are not allowed in the Cemetery at any time.

37. Any child under the age of 12 is not allowed in the Cemetery unless accompanied by an adult.

38. Skateboards and any other similar recreational equipment are prohibited from being used in the cemetery.

39. The Cemetery Chapel may not be used for mortuary purposes except in special circumstances and by permission of the Town Clerk. In the event of the death of a tenant from Stonecroft Estate, if request is made, the Cemetery Chapel shall be used for a place of rest before interment.

40. These regulations will be subject to a bi-annual review which will be carried out on --------
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING PARKS AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE – 11.2.08

10.  Health & Safety Requirements on Play Areas in Sandy
Current Situation 

It is a recommendation from insurance companies and the HSE that there is an annual inspection of play equipment, and that this inspection ensures that the equipment and surfacing meet British Standards.

All play areas in Sandy are inspected by the manufacturing company, Wicksteed. They send a report to the Council, who then authorises them to carry out the repairs.

As they are also the suppliers of the equipment, it may seem appropriate that the Town Council now appoints an independent organisation to inspect the equipment.

Weekly visual checks are made by the DSO Foreman, following attendance on courses on play inspections. Any defects reported are rectified.  

I have contacted ROSPA who are the independent body covering all aspects of accidents in these areas. They offer an annual inspection service which will be carried out in May each year. A full report together with a ‘crib’ sheet for inspections will be forwarded to the Council. The Council can then ask for an estimate from any registered company to carry out any necessary repairs.

These reports are recognised by insurance companies as meeting the requirements of the HSE and, if followed would help indemnify the Council should any person complain about the play equipment.

The fees are £60 for each play area, and a one off fee of £200 to Risk Assess each Playing Field.  

Recommendations

a) That the Council appoints ROSPA to inspect its play areas.

b) That the Council asks ROSPA to carry out Risk Assessments on the Playing Fields at Bedford & Sunderland Road. 

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING PARKS AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE – 11.2.08

11.  Sandy Bowls Club Lease
The Town Council’s Lease with the Bowls Club for the use of the Bowling Green expired on 31st March 2006.  Negotiations over the terms of the new lease took place from April 2005 and Town Council instructed solicitors to draw up a lease under the agreed terms in March 2006.  The Bowls Club was granted an extension to their previous lease for the season 2006/2007 and again for 2007/2008.

The Bowls Club has undertaken protracted negotiations over various clauses in the lease and this has caused considerable delay in the completion of the lease.  Most of the queries and changes to wording have been dealt with by the Clerk, either on the advice of Mr Bennett of Woodfines solicitors or by referring to Council’s previously agreed position.

However, the latest letter from Mr Bennett, received on 5th February needs a decision by Council.  Two of the rinks on the Bowling Green are to be available for public hire and the Bowls Club was requested to make woods and suitable footwear available to the hirers.  The club say that they might be able to provide equipment for hire but that they have no adequate storage.

Members are requested to consider:

· Whether or not the Bowls Club should be granted a further extension to their lease for the 2008/2009 season.

· Should this not be granted Members may wish to consider a hire fee for the green on a daily or weekly basis.  The charge for casual use of the green for 2008/2009 will be £3.50 per rink per hour.  As the green consists of six rinks and bowls matches often last several hours the casual fee would be high.  The charge to the bowls Club under their lease for unlimited use of the green will be £322.00 in 2008/2009.

· Also under the terms of the lease the Town Council supplies £2,400 of consumables, Members may feel that they are not obliged to make this contribution until the new lease is signed.

· Whether the Council would like to insist that the Bowls Club makes equipment available to casual users – there is likely to be adequate storage for bowls in the converted Banks Pavilion, which will be accessed solely by members of the Bowls Club.
9

